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so great as to induce many of the Ionian cities to repair
their fortifications whith had been breached by the orders
of Kroisos and to send to Sparta a pressing entreaty for
aid. The Spartans would take no active measures on
their behalf; but they sent one ship to ascertain generally
the state of affairs in Ionia, the result being that one of
their officers named Lakrines went to Sardeis and warned
Cyrus that any attempt to injure an Hellenic city would
provoke the anger of the Lakedaimonians. To this
warning Cyrus replied by asking who the Lakedaimonians
might be ; and on hearing some account of them he
added that he had never feared men who set apart a
place in their city where they come together to buy, sell,
and cheat. But Cyrus himself could tarry no longer in
the West, and his deputies were left to complete the task
which he had left unfinished. This result was for a time
hindered by the revolt of the Lydian Paktyas who had
been charged to bring to Sousa the plundered treasures
of Sardeis, then by the opposition of the Karians, and
lastly by the obstinate resistance of the Lykians, who, it
is said, slew their wives and children and then rushing
out on the enemy fought till not a man of them remained
alive.

But while these isolated states, whose civilisation was
far beyond that of their conquerors, were being absorbed
in the vast mass of Persian dominion, that   Expedition
dominion was being extended to the east and   agamst"8
south by Cyrus himself, who swept like a whirl-    Babylon,
wind over all Asia, subduing, as the historian tells us,
every nation withoVt passing over one.    Of the details of
theseconquests, with a single exception, we know nothing;
and even in this solitary instance we can assert nothing
positively beyond the fact that the sceptre of the old
Babylonian or Assyrian kings was broken by the despot
of Persia,   But as the historical scene changes from Ionia